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ANIMAL ACTIVISM — LEGISLATION 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.10 pm]: 
The state government has released for consultation a draft bill designed to protect farming families from 
trespass, while strengthening transparency in animal welfare in intensive farming facilities. I have worked with 
the Attorney General to draft laws that will both deter disruptive activism and put in place measures to prevent and 
identify contraventions of the Animal Welfare Act. This approach is designed to deter harmful and illegal monitoring 
practices employed by some activists, while strengthening regulators’ capacity to undertake lawful monitoring 
activities. The legislation doubles the penalties for trespass on a place of animal production to two years in prison 
and a $24 000 fine. If a court chooses not to sentence an offender to prison, the court must impose a community 
order that prevents the offender from entering a farm for a period of up to two years. A person who commits another 
offence while subject to a community order, or who breaches a condition of a community order, may be resentenced 
for the original offence. This enables penalties to be escalated for repeat offending to the maximum penalty of 
two years’ imprisonment and a $24 000 fine. In addition, a breach of the order is an offence in its own right, with 
a maximum penalty of $1 000. 
The proposed amendments to the Animal Welfare Act 2002 will change the powers of entry afforded to certain 
inspectors appointed under the act. Under the proposed amendments, some general inspectors will be designated 
to have new broader powers to routinely inspect abattoirs, knackeries and intensive animal production facilities, 
such as egg and poultry farms, and piggeries. The increased inspection powers will apply specifically to abattoirs, 
knackeries and intensive animal production facilities; there will be no change to the inspection regime for farming 
in general. The proposed changes are necessary as they provide for the implementation of a compliance program 
that does not rely on the suspicion of an offence for an inspection to be carried out. This is intrinsically linked to 
the issue of trespass. The inability of inspectors to routinely visit intensive production facilities effectively encourages 
illegal trespass. This nexus was illustrated by revelations last year of the mistreatment of retired racehorses in 
eastern states abattoirs. The ABC’s reporting relied on footage captured by hidden cameras. It appears likely that 
the installation of the cameras was facilitated by the commission of a trespass offence. We need to be able to 
demonstrate that suitable measures are in place to prevent acts of cruelty in intensive production facilities. The welfare 
of animals in the livestock system is increasingly important to consumers and community. Ultimately, it is in the 
best interests of our livestock industry to show that it meets a high standard of transparency in animal welfare. 
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